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which our Lord was hound, when scourged; the standard
or ensign, of Constantine; a piece of St. Luke's arm; a
rib of St. Stephen; a finger of Mary Magdalen; numer-
ous other things, which I could not remember. But a
priest, first vesting himself in his sacerdotals, with the
stole about his neck, showed us the gospel of St. Mark
(their tutelar patron) written by his own hand, and whose
body they show buried in the church, brought hither
from Alexandria many years ago.

The Religious de li Servi have fine paintings of Paolo
Veronese, especially the Magdalen.

A French gentleman and myself went to the Courts of
Justice, the Senate House, and Ducal Palace. The first
court near this church is almost wholly built of several
colored sorts of marble, like checkerwork on the outside;
this is sustained by vast pillars, not very shapely, but
observable for their capitals, and that out of thirty-three
no two are alike. Under this fabric is the cloister where
merchants meet morning and evening, as also the grave
senators and gentlemen, to confer of state affairs, in their
gowns and caps, like so many philosophers; it is a very
noble and solemn spectacle. In another quadrangle,
stood two square columns of white marble, carved, which
they said had been erected to hang one of their Dukes
on, who designed to make himself Sovereign. Going
through a stately arch, there were standing in niches
divers statues of great value, among which is the so
celebrated Eve, esteemed worth its weight in gold; it is
just opposite to the stairs where are two Colossuses of
Mars and Neptune, by Sansovino. We went up into a
Corridor built with several Tribunals and Courts of Jus-
tice; and by a well-contrived staircase were landed in
the Senate hall, which appears to be one of the most
noble and spacious rooms in Europe, being seventy-six
paces long, and thirty-two in breadth. At the upper end,
are the Tribunals of the Doge, Council of Ten, and
Assistants: in the body of the hall, are lower ranks of
seats, capable of containing 1,500 Senators; for they con-
sist of no fewer on grand debates. Over the Duke's
throne are the paintings of the Final Judgment, by
Tintoret, esteemed among the best pieces in Europe.
On the roof are the famous Acts of the Republic, painted
by several excellent masters, especially Bassano; nextarte to Paris; but in 1815, were
